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CHINESE-CANADA IDENTITY
The first Chinese to move to Canada was the railway constructed, who risked their lives during the construction. Upon completion, these Chinese-Canadian national were no longer wanted in the country. Canada wanted them gone as she felt that they had any other importance to the nation. As such, Chinese-Canadian national faced discrimination and racism in Canada, a state that they had served and acquired citizenship. For many years, they were barred from voting and entering professions like the other nations. Jari Osborne’s documentary explains that many Chinese Canadian nationals served the Canadian nation, but the nation did not honour their sacrifices. Her father, who served in the military during World War 2, was not honoured as the other nations, which is fresh in his head. The Chinese Canadian national had to fight for their rights and against discrimination and receive recognition in the government and across the nation. 
To command respect ad recognition, the Chinese Canadian national had to fight for their rights actively. Over the years, those Chinese origins were not allowed to vote or participate in politics. Also, there were accusations that the students of Chinese origins were filling the universities in Canada, an act that upset the Chinese Canadian nationals. As such, they protested against a TV show that showed Chinese Canadians occupying universities. They argued that they were not allowed to join any profession. Acts of protests alerted the international community, and thus, humanitarian organizations started fights for the rights of the Chinese Canadian nationals. The results were witnessed shortly, and they were allowed to participate in politics and started being recognized as Canadian nationals, but the effects of discrimination are still evident.[footnoteRef:1]. They also used their leaders and social organizations to aired their grievances and rioted and organized strikes to force the government to recognize them as nationals and withdraw the discriminative rules in place. The laws mainly targeted the Chinese Canadians only. People from other Asian communities like the Japanese were given freedom and recognition in all fields. The laws did not include them, and thus they were against the Chinese only.  [1:  Timothy Stanley, “Chinamen Wherever We Go: Chinese Nationalism and Guangdong Merchants in British Columbia, 1871-1911,” Canadian Historical Review 77:4 (1996. December): 475-503.
] 

Chinese communities that lived in Canada have been politically active. In the 19th century, after world war two, they fought against exclusion and discrimination. Some civil rights organizations support Chinese Canadians, and these include Victoria Workingmen's Protection Association. Some many years, Chinese businesspeople were taxed higher-taxed as compared to their counterparts. This captured humanitarian organisations' attention, like the Victoria Workingmen's protection organization, and intervened in the matter.[footnoteRef:2]. Its main aim was to offer protection against Chinese Canadian nationals' economic restrictions and abysmal working conditions. With this organization's entry, Chinese traders protested against high taxes ($60), wanting the fee elimination. According to them, this tax was too high and affected business. Also, it was only imposed on Chinese business people, and they felt they were being discriminated against. This tax was later withdrawn, and Chinese Canadian nationals allowed to trade freely on Canadian soil like other nationals. Chinese Canadians attain the vote federally in 1947. In 1950 community members still depend on the association leaders and other mediators who relate well with Canadian politicians to act spokespersons concerning Canadian affairs.  [2:  Timothy Stanley, “Chinamen Wherever We Go: Chinese Nationalism and Guangdong Merchants in British Columbia, 1871-1911,” Canadian Historical Review 77:4 (1996. December): 475-503.
] 

As the time course by Chinese Canadians participates actively on Canadian politics. In several regions, councillors and mayors of Chinese origin have already been elected. Norman Kwong was Canada's Alberta's first Chinese- governor and also the first Chinese-Canada football player. The watershed ceremony also politicized the Chinese family in Canada, leading to the Chinese Canada National Council's formation. The elected leaders fought for Chinese Canadian rights and against discrimination and racism practised in Canada. These leaders fought against the discriminatory rules which did not allow people of other ethnicities to migrate and settle in Canada.  Since the 1900s, Canada was not an inclusive country due to its laws that prohibited immigration to the country.[footnoteRef:3]. As such, the leader fought against such laws that lasted until 1947, when they were repealed and allowed people of Asian origin to migrate and settle in Canada. To fight such laws, the elected leaders maintained close ties with Chinese Canadian nationals. They formed organizations such as the Chinese students’ soccer team, where politicians like Kwong played before entering leadership. These organizations helped to air Chinese Canadian grievances.  [3:  Timothy Stanley, “Chinamen Wherever We Go: Chinese Nationalism and Guangdong Merchants in British Columbia, 1871-1911,” Canadian Historical Review 77:4 (1996. December): 475-503.
] 

When the British arrived, Columbia Chinese were doing various types of work. Some even work in abandoned schemes; some were cooks, teamsters, merchants, and domestic servants. Around 1885, Chinese Canadians work was on the railway; both skilled and non-skilled Chinese Canadians work in canaries and sawmills. The Chinese work the most on contract terms, and it involved Chinese work gangs. Chinese in the 20th century were well identified, in that Chinese cannery bosses were regularly hired on contract terms. Upon arrival, the British were given citizenship and given better working terms as compared to the Chinese. This upset the Chinese Canadians who have been in the country for a long but were not given the attention given to British origin people. This showed discrimination and racism angered Chinese Canadian nationals. They were determined to fight against such practices and ensure they were recognized and owned like the other nationals. Later, the Chinese Canadian nationals were allowed to practice their profession. They were given better working conditions upon humanitarian organisations' intervention and strikes from the Chinese Canadian nationals. 
For many years, the Chinese were not allowed to practice their religion in Canada. As such, the religion deteriorated due to a lack of practice. Chinese religion was practised privately since it was on the decline, and its practice was not allowed. This affected many of the Chinese Canadian nations, and some failed to practice any religion. It profoundly affected the extent of worship, and in the 2001 census, the Chinese family was totally from the rest of the Canadian population. It states that 58% of Chinese had no religious affiliation, whereas Canadians were only 15%. After the world war, Christianity in Chinese-Canadians rapidly went up.[footnoteRef:4]. This was an attempt to gain recognition and avoid discrimination from the other nationals. As such, they practised a religion that was a blend between Chinese religion and Christianity. Some even attended churches and therefore gained support.  A major Chinese festival celebrated in many communities with dragon dancers and firecrackers could not be practised in Canada. This festival is important in the Chinese religion, and thus they could not honour critical festive days for sweeping graves for the ancestors and moon festive.  [4:  Wing Chung Ng, “Challenging an Immigrant Discourse: The Rise of the Local-Born Chinese in Vancouver, 1945-1970,” Journal of American-East Asian Relations 5:2 (1996): 113-35.

] 

In 1992, September the Victoria school enrolled Chinese students even though specific classes were set aside for Chinese students. The act of separating Chinese students from the other learners fueled a strike in the school. The Chinese students organized for the strike to pressure the school board to go back to their former schools and eliminate school discrimination. To maintain the strike, the Chinese stakeholders established their own schools to accommodate the affected students. Information collected during the Chinese Canadian Club responds to the school board, indicating the high degree of solidarity and organization among the Chinese community. Although the school was determined to give Chinese Canadian students education, the acts of discrimination and isolating them from their own classes were harmful and resisted by Chinese Canadian students. After the elementary education, the Chinese Canadian learners were allowed to acquire higher education and were they studied various professions like laws, engineering, and medicine and were allowed to practice their professions in Canada. Earlier, the Chinese Canadian nationals were not allowed to practice or learn these professions and thus, practising these professions allowed them to agitate for equality for their community.  The earliest Chinese professionals were not well recognized. Therefore they serve the Chinese community. Furthermore, Chinese professionals were barred by the Canadian state for some years from practising specific law, accountants, pharmacy, and medicine.[footnoteRef:5]. In the 21st century, Chinese Canadians were found in Canada everywhere, practising different occupations. These include musicians, novelists, politicians, television reporters, educators, entrepreneurs, and scientists. This gave them freedom and government access, and equality. Education played a significant role in the fight for inclusion and equality among the Chinese Canadian nationals in Canada.  [5:  Wing Chung Ng, “Challenging an Immigrant Discourse: The Rise of the Local-Born Chinese in Vancouver, 1945-1970,” Journal of American-East Asian Relations 5:2 (1996): 113-35.

] 

Chinese immigrants started arriving in the late 1880s from San Francisco, majorly gold prospectors. Barkerville was the first Chinese community in Canada. Among the first Chinese immigrants to come from rural parts of Southern China. They were in the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway. During construction, several people perish due to adverse working conditions. Approximately 17000 Chinese were living in Canada. In the 19TH century, rebellion and war forced several workers and peasants out of their country. Many times, Chinese immigrants have causes changes in the Canadian states' Immigration Policy. $50 was the entry fee paid before entering the Canadian borders[footnoteRef:6]. Chinese were the only ethnic group paying taxes on entry to Canada. In 1947, discriminatory legislation was now repealed by the state. By then, families' immigration was made the rule, with many individuals migrating to different places.   [6:  Timothy Stanley, “Chinamen Wherever We Go: Chinese Nationalism and Guangdong Merchants in British Columbia, 1871-1911,” Canadian Historical Review 77:4 (1996. December): 475-503.
] 

The Chinese Canadian national experienced many challenges upon arrival in Canada. They mainly migrated to Canada to build the nation's great railways, but they were discriminated against and isolated on their race upon arrival. Upon completion, they expected recognition from the government, but it was the opposite. Canada wanted them out of the country. As such, they fought tirelessly for their rights and eventually gained them. Although some of the Chinese Canadian nationals have not been honoured for the significant contribution to the nation's success, they can enjoy their fruits, and Chinese Canadians are no longer abused and discriminated against in their country. 
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